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Northwest Secondary Wood
Product Exports Grow 180% in Frve Years

Whtle domestxc orders support the majority of mdustry sales, the Paczf ic Northwest value-added or
secondary wood products industries have established a presence in export markets, indicating that
foreign customers are already purchasmg more than just raw tzmber

Secondary wood products exported from the Pac1ﬁc Northwest have broken the $200 million mark

Despite the rapid growth in secondary product
exports, however, primary wood products still
dominate the nation’s export product mix,

* generating nearly $3 billion in revenue for the -
Pacific Northwest in"1993 and $6 billion for the

nation as a whole, according to govemment :

figures.

. Furniture Leads Export Categories

Wood furniture and furniture parts are the

- leading value-added products exported: through ,

the Pacific Northwest, totaling $65.8 million in

- 1993. But according one estimate, only about
- $37 million of the furniture exported through -
Washington and Oregon was originally loaded =

for shipment here. The remaining furniture

- exported was presumably manufactured

elsewhere in the U.S. and transshipped through

a Nonhwest port.

The second leadmg value-added export frorn the' '
_region is softwood moulding, which increased
- 604% in value since 1989 to $52.1 million in

1993; U.S. exports of softwood mouldings
totaled $94 million in 1993. In contrast to
furniture, most of the softwood mouldings
exported from the region are manufactured

- locally. Canada tmported 95% of the softwood

moulding exported from the U.S., Mexico
unported 3%,-and Japan unported 1%.

; ganada Leads Export Market

 increasing for the fifth year in arow. U.S. Dept. of Commerce data show that secondary products

_ exported through the Seattle and Columbia-Snake River Customs Drstncts, which include all ports in
'Washington and Oregon, reached a record high of $203 million in 1993 and increased by 181% over

1989 levels. This represents about 15% of the nation’s $1 36 billion in exports of these products. '
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S milliogs % % Share

» 1989 © "1993  Change . Chamge “US(1993)

Softwood Moulding 74 521 44T 604%  55%
Windows and Frames 43 11 28 65%  19%
| Doors and Frames - 62 185 123 - 198%  20% |

Fumiture and Parts 238 658 420 176%  8% |

Kitchen Cabinets -~~~ - 28 - 36 3 4% 15%

| Structural Wood Members © 43 184 . 141  328%  53%

Prefabricated: Bur]dmgs 142 165 23 16%  36%
Total 1306 15%

The growth in value- added trade is due in large part to increased exports to Canada. Canada unported $142 million

' in value-added wood products from the Pacific Northwest in 1993, dominating other export destinations with a

market share of 70%. In 1989, exports of these same products totaled just $36 million. Softwood rt_touldin'gs,-
furniture, structural wood members, and doors currently top the list of exports to-Canada from the Northwest. -
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