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3 The Forests of Eastem Rus5|a'

A.Tlme to Be Bullish or;-Bearish?

Land and Timber Resources

-The hzghly productive forests of the LI S. Paczﬁc Northwest, western Cunada and eastern.
Russia have enabled these regions to becorne the major global suppliers of coniferous industrial - |
" roundwood. As the outlook dims for sustained supplies of softwood saw and veneer logs from

the Pacific Northwest and other conifer- producing regions, wzll wood from the forests of
‘eastern Russia fill the gap in Pacific Rim markets ?

" The forests of eastern Riissia (East -
Siberia and the Far East) are
significant and potentially offer -
the greatest competition for North
American tempeérate coniferous
timbers in global international
trade. While Russian roundwood
has been predominantly oriented
to internal domestic-needs and the
needs of China and Japanas
trading partners, these forests are

- also increasingly viewed asa
potential source of timber for

‘world markets. Is this potential
realistic and will North American -

producers face stiff new competi-
tion in the PacificRim?

" The Russian Republic is an
" immense area, with approxi-

mately 6.6 million square miles

~(17.1 million square kilometers) of -

land, an area nearly twice as large
as the United States. Eastern
Russia covers approximately 4.1

million square miles(10.4 million

square kilometers), representing’
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approximately 61% of the Russian
Republic’s land area. Yetthe
population is only 17 million, or
about 12% of Russia’s total
population. Thus forest sector
development, if it occurs, will
depend on shipments to European
Russia or international markets.

" Russia is a major source of forest

land, wood production, and forest
growth. Especially significant is
its share of world coniferous forest
area (51%) and world coniferous
growing stock volume (55%).
Coniferous forests account for
about 75% of the total forested
area and 87% of the growing stock
in eastern Russia. According to
tecent inventory data, Russia’s

eastern coniferous forest is made

up of about 33% young, middle-
aged, or nearly mature stands, and

" 67% mature or overmature stands.

Mature and overmature conifer-

ous forests in eastern Russia

contain almost 13.4 billion cubic
meters of growing stock which is

" accessible or potentlally accessxble ' .

in the near term.

Harvest and Productlon

The reported annual timber harvest in the -
east Russian economic region was approxi-
mately 85 million cubic meters in 1991, well .
below estimated sustained capability. This
gives rise to optimistic estimates of future
timber supplies coming from this region. The
estimated accessible and potentially accés- -
sible allowable cut of softwood timber in this
area is 240 million cubic meters. However,
an additional 230 million cubic meters of
estimated annual allowable harvest exist in
reserve and/or inaccessible forests.
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